P e ) 4
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/06/04 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500130008

<

INFORMATION REPORT INFORMATION REPORT
' | 'CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

This material contains information affecting the National Defense of the United States within the meaning of the Esplonage Laws, Title

18, U.8.C. Becs. 793 and 794, the transmission or revelation of which in any to an unauth person is prohibited by law.
C=0-N~F~I~D-E-N-T-I-A-L
COUNTRY USSR (Altey Kray) REPOR S0X1
SUBJECT Viecinity of Bystryy Istok DATE DISTR. 23 November 1955
(¥ 52-22, E 8h-2)
DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT NO. 50X1
REFERENCE
PLACE ACQUIRED E S 50X
DATE ACQUIRED
‘ SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.
50X1
50X1

1. Attached is & 07PXJ444444444447as recelved 50X1
50X1

2. The following is an enlargement and clarification of the text:

50X1
Paragraph 2. Ust Pristen is Ust Charyshskays Pristan (N 52-23, E 83-39).

Paragraph 6. Dom kultury 1s the House of Culture.

Paragraph 10. There is probably a misteke in the Price of sausage, which
is abnormally high.

Paragraph 13. Lesnik is e forester.

Paragraph 16. (4) Selmssh (Vsesoyuznoye Obedineniye Selskokhoryaystvennogo
MhsEinostroyeniya) is the All-Union Agricultural Machinery
Construction Association.

(8) Kozhkombinat (Kozhevennyy Kombinat), & leather.combine,
is probably meant instead of Kozhsindicat.,
—mgnpindicat

(16) Sselmsgazin (probably selskly megazin) is the village
atore,

(32) Prodmagazin (prodovolatvennyy magezin) 1s the food store
or warehouse,

(34) Za Vysokiy Urozhay is translated For a Good Harvest,

(38) Promkombinat (promyshlennyy'kombinat) is an industrial
combine,

(43) zagotzerno (Veesoyuznays Kontora po Zagotovke 1 Shytu
Zerna) 1s the All-Union Office for Storage and Distribution
of Grain.

C-0-N-F-I-D-E-N-T-I-A-L
50X1
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(Nots: Weshington distribution Indicated by “X"; Fisld distributlon by “#".)
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COUNTRY USSR (Altay Kray) . DATEDISTR. 13 Qot. 1955
50X1
SUBJECT Vielnity of Bystryy Istok.(n 52-22, E 8k-24) NO. OF PAGES &
'DATE OF INFORMATION REFERENCES:
50){\1
PLACE ACQUIRED
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Senerel Degoription (ee sketeh of Bystryy. Titok on Page &)

The majority of the buildings in Bystryy Istok were single-fanily detached dvellings 50X1
averaging two rooms per house, Only three or four such (dwellings were construoted oo
of stone and one was built of o poured mixture of cement, sand, and coal claders; ‘
all other buildings were made of lumber or logs, The only two-story buildin

were the post office, the fire station, the RayIspolKom, the seven-year and ten~

year schools, and the nllls all others were single-story. There wes one single~

story stone bullding:housing the suger factory. Private dwellings were heated by

wood or coal stoves, Fuel was aveilable gonerally only to those who worked for the

sugar refinery, None of the private dwellings were equipped with running water, .
The more fortunate individuals kad hand pumps within theip homes, while others had

wells, usually about 10 meters deep, out in the yard. The only houses Which had

elestricity were those oonstruoted in: close proximity to the power lines. Source

could not estimate the age of Bystryy Istok but stated that 1t was an old settiement

and that his grandfather had been born there, .

The town of Bystryy Istok was a aucleated settlement extending approximately. two

kilometers north and south from the basaar to the MIS (Machine Tractor Station),and

five kilometers from east %o west. Theire wers o partioular seotions devoted to

industrial sites, The Primary transportation route was the Ob River, The basic

truck transportation in Bysiryy Istok was handled by the fleet of trucks of the E i
sugar factory, which also cerried passengers on their runs. Although all other

industrial sites had their own truckiigy. the Ob River provided the main traffie

route. The paved streets wers in good condition vhereas the dirs roads wers, ¥utted 50X1

and in poor condition traffic there was no motorised traffic in v
or through toun, only two passenger automobiles in town,bot !
of them Moskvioh~ nged to the direotor of the mill and the ‘ S

other to a teacher, Al1 river freight was carried by cutters (katerya). Ome
vessel, the gas-powered vessel ZYUD, ocarried bassengers on the Ob River fron Biysk
KN 52-35, E 85-14) to Uss Pristan, (approximately (N 52-25, B 83-35)s There were
ulso "very many* bieycles in Bystryy Istok, : ‘ ‘
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C-O4i-F-I-D-E-SITJ A1

-2-
(46) Selpo (Selskiy Potrebutelskiy Kooperativ) is the Rural Consumers!
Cooperative. :
Sketch 1. For Ust Yanoy read Ust Anuy (N 52-25, E 84-48),
For Verkho-Anuyek read Verkhneje Anuyskoye (N 52-12, E 84-34).
For Verk@o-Zernoye read Verkhnéye Czernoye [N 52-19 ; E 84-16).
For Novo Pokrovskoye read Novopokrovka (N 52-13, E 8L-25).
For Staro-Smolenskays read Smolenskoye (I 52-18, E 85-04),

Sketeh 2., Perevloks should read pereuloki {lanes).
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3« Bystryy Istok .ha.d its own electric powser plant which genorated eloetrieitj Mfor the
town and for most of the industrial sites in the vicinity, The power plant used
a mixture of sawdust and raphthafor fuel and was located in the mill. The sugar

Declassified in Par:( - Sanitized Copy Approved forﬂReIease @ 50-Yr 2013/06/04 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500130008-4

factory and MTS had their own electric power plants, and | |the 50X1
dehydration plant was getting its own power plant as well, _
be | 'the electric power in Bystryy Istok as being two-phase, 200 volt. 50X1

Although all enterprises had electricity, only a few private dwellings cloase: to

the power lines were so equipped. . The power lines were located a8 follows: Along
the north side of Sovetskaya ulitsa, south along the east sids of Leninskays ulitsa,
north along the wegt side of Oktythrskaya, and south along the east side.of Krasncar-
meyskaya ulitsa, . The power lines ‘wers spaced 50 meters apert. Street lighting
existed only on the paved streets with a bulb hung on every other pole. The lighting
system was put into operation in the latter part of 1953, . . T

thers were about 50 private telsphones il Bystryy Istok. All 50Xt
enterprises had their own switchboard. and internal nete: The telephons exckange

was located on the second floor of the post office building and a tele aph office

was located in thy same building, Source never had oocasion to use either the

telephone or telegraph facilities. R ‘ ‘ o

5. Bystryy Istok was equipped with a wire-radio net éunni%f from the radiougel (redio ..,

center). | Ino private radios, but there were some crystal
sets. In the Dop kultury there was a battery-powersd receiver which utilized the 50X1
BAS-80 batieries, : '

A3

Ys The fire figkting teem in Bystryy Istok was not mechanigzed. It consisted of two-or
three barrel wagons each pulled by a team of two korses. Two gasoline-driven water
pumps discherged the water. _ In the event of fire, the fire crew would gallop to
the scene and would set up their equipment. . Since eack barrel had an opening at the ,
top, a length of hose would be dropped into it with the other end connected to the
pump. The mein hoss would then be connected to the pump and the pump put into.
operation. The fire fighting orew ¢1d not wear special uniforms. Alongside the
fire house there was am observatisn tower spproximately 15 meters high with an en-
closed platform. This tower was supposed %o be manned 2 hours a day by a fire-
watcher;, but rarely was,

= The women of Bystryy Istok dressed plainly and did not use cosmetics. Ooccasionally,
the secretaries in the RayIspolKom polished their nails and prettied themselves up i
but then people generally made Jdbes about it. The men of the town were clean- ;
shaven, Neckties were normally not worn and, particularly on & week day, would
subject the wearer to attention. When local young men wore ties, they became the
subjects of ridicule by their friends for dressing up. Most of the men smoked
makkorke; & few smoked cigarettes. Pipes were generally used by the elders,
Source knew of only two prostitutes in town: one lived in the western outskirts
of town and the other, a Bulgarian, 1lived in the non-Russian seotion east of
Leninskays ulitaa, .

'the population of Bystryy Istok in 1953 |about 8,000, The
population was predominantly sedentary., However; prior to World War II so many
people left Bystryy Isspk that many of the homes were boarded up by the ocwners and 50X1 -
left vacant. The predominant ethnic composition of the town was’ Greal Rissian,
This group - " lived in the built-up section of town west of Leninskays ulitsa.
East of Leninskaya ulitse were the persons who were deported during the. var. and
" who only worked on the kolkkoz. The group was made up of Bulgariens, Volga Germans,
Molda¥ians, and Altaytsi. .

- 50X1

50X1

_ |the following prices | lprevailing in Bystryy Istok during the period - 50X
1951 %o 1953¢ ) _ | ‘
Bread (bakery) ‘ . = 5 ruble lots
Wheat; flour (bazaar) = 1,70 rubles per kg to 1 January. After 1 January
. 2 %0 5 rubles per kg
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Swept butter (besaar)’ - 35 to 40 rubles per kg

[ . GERCET L
Potatoss (bazasr) witetis. Tyblel per buckety 5 %o 20.rubles per bucked

prior to spring planting,
Sugar (store-rarely '

available} = 10 to 10,50 rubles per kg
Milk (’neighllnors) ~ fhres rubles per liter
Coffee = not available

Shirt, poor grade, limen - 90 rubles

Shoes, ru’t;ber soled - 65 rubles
Skoes, rubber soled, = 40 rubles
. -canvas top . _ e
Suls (half wool) - 220 rubles
Sult (sotton) = 160 to 170 rubles

Cheapest material, used - & rubles per meter
for underwear

Hairout - iriblen
Shavé o «~ 2 rubles

Sausage (only type of = &0 rubles per kg
meat available in atore)

Pork (bezesr) 24 %0 28 rubles per kg
12 to 14 rubles per kg

18 rubles per kg

Beef (bazaar)
Mutton (baza‘e.r}‘

Eggs = 5 to 6 rubles per 10
Geese = 25 rubles each

Chickens - & to 10 rubles each
Vodka (stores) = 42 %0 45 rubles per liter

\hha was some kind of a booklet which permitted preferential 50X1
buylng for the possessor of the booklets As an example |the case where scme
Yalepkl (folt boots) were placed on sale at 140 rubles for men's and 170 rubles for 50X1

women's. Although psople queued up %o buy the yplenki,o! those ind 50X1
possessing these booklets were able tc purchase ﬁ'ﬂw— sox1

50X1

drea Surroupding Byatryy Iatok (See Memory Sketoh of Area on page 7)

The area surrounding Bystryy Istok to the east, south, and west consisted of fields
devoted to the cultivation of wheat, ocats, and rye, The land was relatively flat with
Inolls beginning some 10 to 12 kilometers to the south, There were no large areas
devoted %o p‘&ﬁture, although esch kolkhos kad its own cows as did many of the villagers
of Bystryy Istok. In addition to the besic orops grown, each home had 35/100 of a
kectare of ground which imcluded the ares for the house, barn, outhouse; and garden.

CONFIDENTIAL

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/06/04 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500130008-4



Ty,

e

Declassified |n Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/06/04 : CIA-RDP82-OOO46ROOO5OO13OOO§T4

50X1. ‘

CONFIDENTIAL
I 1

The land was fertile and the produce grown included tomatoes, corn, cucumbers, potatces,
cabbages, beets, etc. Soms of the inkabitants also raised chickens. North of

Bystryy Istok across the Ob River was a dense pine forest (bor) which approximsted

a taiga, This forest began at the river's banks and stretched north, east, and west

along the river. The forest was subdivided into kyartaly (squares) » each under the
Jurisdiction of a Jeapik. These desnikl were responsible for their kyartal and acted

as forest rangers. Each family was allowed ten cubic meters of firewocod per year,

To obtaln firewood; the family representative applied for and obtained permlission

%0 cut lumber. He then presented the paper authorizing him to have the lumber to

the lesnik. Many individuals would obtein a permit for two to three cubic meters of

firewood at a time and then would bribe the lesplk with money or vodks and thus ohtain 50x4
& larger quantity of firewood. |

‘ [the kyartaly were “vepy 50X1
> 6 predominant trees in the foresta were Pines,but there were also many

cther fir trees, birch, and spruse. The forest also conslsted of tangled undergrowth.

Edible wild plants, iﬂcluding‘émrawberrias, respberries, and currants abounded,

particularly on islands in the Ob River. The only comparatively isolated areas

within the area were in the forest across the Ob River from Bystryy Istok.

The forest area nortk of the river abounded with wild-life ¢ badgers, rabbits, foxes,
wolves, bears, and deer. Wild fowl, ducks, and geese were hunted at the lakes and ,
ponds which stretched along the foothills south of the town. Although many fish, _
including carp, piké, plkarina, and eelpout, were found in the Ob, there was no 50X1
fishing industry, Fishing was gsnerally done by the old men of the town.
Em poisondus insects but described two polsonous smakee. One wes the

50X1
i (arrow), a yellow-colored snake with a black = tripe down its back, This '
snake lived in. tall grass end in the ruins of buildings. The othe | referred 50X1 .
to as the ognyapka, o asnake allegedly found on islands in the Ob River. It was 50X1

rumored in the Bystryy Istok aree that wherever the snake orawled over grass, its

trail was marked by burned grass®, The ognyapka's bite was allegedly fatal, and it ‘
was popularly believed that the snake pursued a man by "leaps and bounds" and tkat 50X1
the only sscape was to run in the direction of the sun go that the sun's rays would -

blind 1%, 50X1
50X1

At Bystryy Istok; the Ob River was about five kilometers wide. 50X1
“he river as having a ™desp® channel but could not eatimate its depth, | 50X1
‘ 50X1

There 50X1

7ére no other rivers in the visinity of Bystryy Istok. The scuthern bank of the Ob, 50X1

ast of the pler at Bystryy Istok,wes shallow and hed a sandy beach., East of this
%0int the banks rose three metsrs above the water level, During the fall, when the
-iver was at its lowest, the ZYUD could not tie up at the pler because of the :
thallow water but had to move toc another location. The river was coversd by lce and
y the first week of November it would support the weight of a man. I% began to
shaw and was dangerous to walk on towards the end of Aprdl,

m page & of this report is a town plan of Bystryy Istok. Following is a legend
0 the town plan, Numbers in parentheses refer to numbers indicated on the town plan,

1) vegetable dehydration factory [suskilryy 2804 )
2) w11

3) Agricultural machinery store

%) Stors (selmash) for vehicles, parts, and equipment
3) Sugar feotory

5) Militia station

7) Fire station
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(8) Leather syndtcate (KoshSindtka®)
(9) Procurator's office }(Wa'ma)‘
(10) Fursery o
{11) Post office
(12) Peopleu'b Gourt (Narsud)
(13) Artel
(14) Bekery ‘
(15) Quarters for oub—of-tovn ‘st‘udents (Internat) v "‘\
(16) store Adninistrations (Selnguin) ‘
(17) Dom xultury
(18) Savings bank (SberKassa)
(19) Rayvoyenkomab
(20) Bazaar
(21) Middle School (10 year)
(22) Brick Fectory, 13'kilometers from town
{23) Four~year School | ‘
(24) Out-patient office (smbulstoriys)
(25) Rayon hospital |
- (26) Cemetery
(27) Machine Tractor Station (MIS)
(28) office of the xolkhos FPublication Ilhl
(29) Rayen rad:l.o oan‘her
(30) Selsoves B
(31) Bexk (aomni)
(32) !ood store (prod-usu:ln)
(33) -Barber shop '
(34) O0ffice (redsktsiys) of publication nmm‘
(35) R&yIspolKon
" (36) Veteﬁmﬁ School
- (37) Road-meihtonenoo building {(dorstroy)

(38) Promkombinat - inoluded a mumber of small shops for watch repair, tailoring, engine
ropa.:l.r; cabined making, photography, and musioal instrument Tepair).
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(39) store

(40) Seven-year school .

(41) Fall m”riae ﬁ-‘-” : ' ‘ |
(42) “Red October* Artel | 8
(43) ZagotZerno (g"rain storage and distrib’qti‘on)

(44) Pier office

(45) Pler

{46) Selpo office kconamr goods)

(47) Tea room o

(48) Rayon utoré {raymagazin)

(49) Dufy store - (dezhurnyy magazin) open nights only

(50) Butter factory {maslozavod)

'. F=02-04 06 . i g/55
621.42 129N .
5;3-;2 Y — -
15 ‘ ngn»'a - 7"/>
ZS‘*Q 129N .
75341 129N
53'3? 1298
. 12
53.781 nagﬁ
i29N
781,101 323N
785 212 129N
107.73 129N
72941 126N
72144 129N Y
722,101 129N
723 129N
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